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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
Vin Scully 
The Voice of Los Angeles 
ELLIOTT J. GORN AND ALLISON LAUTERBACH DALE
This chapter combines history and memoir. Ifie authors are both historians and both 
grew up in Los Angeles as Dodgers fans. Gorn followed the team in the late 1950s 
and 1960s. Lauterbach Dale became a fan a generation later. With the realization 
that the voice of Dodgers announcer Vin Scully was their common tie to Los Angeles, 
they decided to write about his importance to the city. 
"A good evening to you wherever you may be:' 1he familiar voice almost sings 
out of the radio, embracing listeners with the warmth of a soft Los Angeles eve­
ning. For more than sixty years, the same greeting has welcomed Dodgers fans 
to pull up a chair and listen to a baseball game. The man behind those words, 
Vin Scully, is more than just a well-loved sportscaster. He is the voice of LA. 
Born in 19271 Vincent Edward Scully grew up in the Bronx listening to 
sportscasters on the radio, a career that was barely as old as he was. He took 
up broadcasting while a student at Fordham University. After graduation, he 
briefly worked for WTOP in Washington, DC, announcing news, weather, 
music, and occasionally filling in on the sports desk.1 
Scully's professional breakthrough came on November 121 1949, when he 
was just twenty-two years old, thanks to Brooklyn Dodgers' announcer Red 
Barber. When Barber needed someone to call the University of Maryland­
Boston University football game at Fenway Park for CBS Sports Radio, Barber 
remembered the red-headed kid he had met months before. 
A version of this essay originally appeared in Daniel A. Nathan's Rootingfor tlie Home Team: Sport, 
Community and Identity under the title "The Voice of Los Angeles" ( Champaign: University of 
Illinois Press, 2013)1 125-38, It is reprinted here with minor editing changes and a new conclusion. 
















